
  

 

 
 

History KS3 Assessment 

 Grade AO1  
Historical 

Knowledge 

AO2a 
Change and 

Continuity 

AO2b  
Cause and 

Consequence 

AO2c 
Significance 

AO3  
Source Skills 

AO4 Historical 

Interpretation 

5 Answers are now 

showing relevant 

information.  

Historical 

information is 

developed and 

balanced.  A 

conclusion is 

beginning to be 

more analytical and 

is almost a 

judgement. 

Is beginning to 

evaluate the extent 

of change and 

continuities across a 

period of time. 

Is beginning to use 

analysing and 

evaluating skills to 

why events 

happened as well as 

develop the 

consequence of the 

event. 

Is beginning to show 

the use of analysis so 

you can explain why 

some people, events 

or changes are more 

significant than 

others. 

Shows good 

understanding of 

sources and they are 

now using analysis 

to provide evidence 

from it.  Inferences 

can become well 

developed and 

comparisons are 

made between 

sources.  Judgements 

are beginning to be 

formed about 

reliability. 

Can explain how a 

person /event has 

been interpreted 

differently and begin 

to analyse which 

interpretations are 

most reliable. 

4 Is beginning to 

explain people or 

events they have 

studied in the past, 

with greater detail.  

Keywords are 

starting to be used 

more frequently 

Is now able to 

provide an 

explanation to the 

reasons for change 

and continuities 

across a period. 

Can clearly 

understand the links 

between events and 

the consequences 

and be able to 

explain them. 

Can identify 

historically 

significant people, 

events or changes 

and can give reasons 

why and begin to 

explain. 

Shows 

understanding of a 

source and where it 

is from.  Can provide 

evidence from the 

source. Can explain 

reasons why they 

don’t trust a source 

very simply. 

Can identify a range 

of ways a person or 

event could be 

interpreted.  Can 

explain which 

interpretations are 

most reliable using 

own knowledge. 

3 Is beginning to 

describe people or 

events they have 

studied in the past.  

Some keywords and 

knowledge are used. 

Is now able to 

describe changes 

and continuities 

across a period. 

Can explain one 

reason for an event 

happening and 

describe one 

consequence of an 

event. 

Can describe general 

reasons to identify 

significant people, 

events etc. 

Can understand 

simple 

interpretations and 

pick out key points. 

They can recognise 

bias and describe. 

Can now describe 

ways a person or 

event could be 

interpreted and 

developed. 

2 Is more aware of the 

importance of 

chronology but 

doesn’t use it 

consistently. 

Knowledge is limited 

but accurate and will 

be simple and 

undeveloped. 

Is now able to offer 

reasons for different 

changes and 

continuities.   

Can identify and 

understand links 

between events and 

what the following 

consequences are. 

Can add a general 

description but there 

is no precise 

information that 

develops a point. 

Can interpret simple 

information but 

sources are taken 

solely on face value. 

Can show 

understanding of 

interpretations and 

look at ways an 

event can be 

interpreted and can 

be developed. 

1 Beginning to use key 

words, specific dates 

and names but may 

not be 

chronologically 

accurate.  

Knowledge is 

undeveloped. 

Is beginning to look 

at the extent of 

change in a period.  

Rarely offers reasons 

for different change 

and continuity. 

Can identify reasons 

why something has 

happened as well as 

consequence. 

Can identify possible 

reasons for the 

importance of 

events/people in the 

past. Generalisation 

is made. 

Is able to recognise 

that sources provide 

information in a 

variety of formats: 

verbal, picture, 

written etc. 

Is able to show a 

simple 

understanding with 

no development. 

Gold Can Identify a few 

general facts about 

people, events, dates 

etc in history 

Can identify changes 

that happened and 

recognise how some 

changes have 

continued. 

Can identify some 

reasons why 

something has 

happened and has a 

basic understanding 

of what 

consequences are. 

Can identify possible 

reasons for the 

importance of 

events/people in the 

past. (generalised 

and unspecific) 

Can interpret simple 

information in 

sources.   

Can show general 

understanding of 

different experiences 

from different 

people 

Silver Can remember key 

dates, people, events 

in history 

Can identify simple 

changes in the past. 

Can identify few 

reasons why 

something has 

happened.  Shows 

limited 

understanding of 

what a consequence 

is. 

Can identify some 

understanding of the 

importance of the 

past. 

Can demonstrate 

some understanding 

of information in a 

source. 

Can identify that 

people have 

different experiences 

of the same event. 

Bronze Can recognise 

people, events, 

periods of history 

Can recognise how 

the past was 

different. 

Can recognise why 

something has 

happened. 

Can recognise why 

something of the 

past that is 

important. 

Shows limited 

understanding of a 

source and what it is. 

Can recognise that 

people have 

different experiences 

of the same event. 

 

 


